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SUBJECT: FRANCOISE GIROUD, STATE SECRETARY FOR WOMEN'S 
AFFAIRS 

1. SUMMARY. A CHARISMATIC FIGURE IN A TECHNOCRATIC 
GOVERNMENT, FRANCOISE GIROUD BRINGS A FRESH INDEPENDENT 
NOTE TO THE GOF. WITH WIDE ACCEPTANCE IN BOTH THE 
INTELLECTUAL AND POLITICAL COMMUNITIES, INCLUDING THE 
FAR LEFT, GIROUD CAN BE EXPECTED TO ACT INDEPENDENTLY. 
GISCARD WILL TRY TO USE HER AS A BRIDGE TO THE LEFT. 

BY THE APPOINTMENT OF THIS DEDICATED FIGHTER FOR 
ABORTION REFORMS, GISCARD MAY BE PREPARING TO TACKLE 
THIS THORNY ISSUE WHICH MAY BE DIVISIVE IN THE FALL, 
PUTTING THE CURRENT PARLIAMENTARY MAJORITY UNDER 
CONSIDERABLE STRAIN. END SUMMARY. 

2. FRANCOISE GIROUD, 58, JOURNALIST, FORMER RESISTANCE 
FIGHTER AND PUBLISHER OF L' EXPRESS, WAS NAMED STATE 
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SECRETARY FOR WOMEN'S AFFAIRS ON JULY 16. SHE SPENT 
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THE FIRST PART OF HER CAREER IN FILMS AND WAS THE FIRST 
WOMAN ASSISTANT DIRECTOR (1937) IN FRANCE. AS THE 
PROTEGE OF TWO GREAT DIRECTORS - RENOIR AND PAGNOL - 
GIROUD WAS WELL RECEIVED BY BOTH THE FRENCH INTELLECTUAL 
COMMUNITY AND THE GENERAL PUBLIC; SHE CONTINUES TO 
ENJOY GREAT PERSONAL PRESTIGE AND ACCEPTANCE EVEN AMONG 
THOSE WHO VIGOROUSLY ATTACK L'EXPRESS. 

3. CO-FOUNDER OF ELLE (FRENCH EQUIVALENT OF VOGUE) IN 
1945, SHE WAS THE MAGAZINE'S EDITOR UNTIL 1953 WHEN, 
TOGETHER WITH JEAN-JACQUES SERVAN-SCHREIBER (JJSS) SHE 
FOUNDED L'EXPRESS. UNTIL BECOMING THE MAGAZINE'S 
PUBLISHER IN 1971, GIROUD WAS ITS SENIOR EDITOR. SHE 

IS NOT EXPECTED TO RELINQUISH ANY OF HER PROFESSIONAL 
ACTIVITIES AS A RESULT OF HER APPOINTMENT. HER WEEKLY 
EDITORIAL IN L'EXPRESS WILL CONTINUE TO PROVIDE HER 
WITH AN IMPORTANT FORUM FOR HER IDEAS. 

4. GIROUD IS A PROLIFIC, ACERBIC WRITER WITH AN IRONIC 
TOUCH. BESIDES SEVERAL FILM ADAPTATIONS AND SCRIPTS 
SHE HAS WRITTEN ON THE PARISIAN JET SET (LE TOUT-PARIS, 

1952) AND FRENCH YOUTH (LA NOUVELLE VAGUE, 1958). 

THESE FACILE LITERARY EFFORTS CONTRIBUTED TO HER GROW- 
ING CULT IN FRANCE AND GAVE HER A WIDE POPULAR FOLLOW- 
ING. SHE FIRST ATTRACTED POLITICAL ATTENTION WITH HER 
EDITORIALS FOR EXPRESS - A COLLECTION OF WHICH WAS 
PUBLISHED IN 1972 UNDER THE TITLE "A FISTFUL OF WATER." 

5. GIROUD S MAJOR CONCERNS IN HER NEW POSITION WILL 

BE BIRTH CONTROL, ABORTION REFORM AND EARLIER OPTIONAL 
RETIREMENT FOR WOMEN. WHILE NOT ALWAYS IN ACCORD WITH 
JJSS, HER PARTNER AND FREQUENT OPPONENT WHO IS 
MORE CYNICAL ABOUT THE US EXAMPLE, GIROUD HAS BEEN 
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IMPRESSED BY THE US ACHIEVEMENTS IN THESE FIELDS. 

6. ALTHOUGH SHE DISCLAIMS ANY PARTY ALLEGIANCE, GIROUD 
CAN BE CLASSED AS A MEMBER OF THE INTELLECTUAL LEFT; 
DURING THE SECOND ROUND OF THE PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN 
SHE SUPPORTED MITTERRAND. SHE IS A CONVINCED 
EUROPEANIST AND HAS WRITTEN STRONG EDITORIALS SUPPORT- 
ING THE EC AND BRITISH MEMBERSHIP. ALONE AMONG GIS- 
CARD'S STATE SECRETARIES, SHE COMMANDS A SIGNIFICANT 
PUBLIC FOLLOWING AMONG ALL SECTORS OF THE ELECTORATE. 

7. HER PERSONAL LIFE IS SOMETHING OF A MYSTERY. A 
GRANDMOTHER, SHE IS THE SUBJECT OF MUCH SPECULATION - 
HER NAME WAS OFTEN LINKED WITH FORMER PREMIER FELIX 
GAILLARD. SHE SPEAKS ENGLISH. 

8. COMMENT. GIROUD'S APPOINTMENT COMES AS SOMETHING 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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OF A SURPRISE AFTER HER FIRM REFUSAL OF A SIMILAR BUT 
LOWER-RANKING POST ( "DELEGATE-GENERAL FOR WOMEN'S 
AFFAIRS") FIVE WEEKS EARLIER, AND PARTICULARLY IN VIEW 
OF HER BITING REMARKS ABOUT PRIME MINISTER CHIRAC IN 
AN EXPRESS EDITORIAL JUST AFTER SHE REFUSED ("HE'LL PUT 
MY OFFICE IN THE MATIGNON KITCHEN AND HAVE ME MAKING 
COFFEE FOR THE UDR"). WE HAVE HEARD THAT CHIRAC 
INITIALLY OPPOSED GIROUD'S APPOINTMENT IN VIEW OF HER 
OPEN SUPPORT OF MITTERRAND, BUT THAT HE WAS OVERRULED 
BY GISCARD. OTHER UDR MEMBERS WERE ALSO OPPOSED, 
PARTICULARLY DEFENSE MINISTER SOUFFLET, STILL ANGRY OVER 
THE JJSS MINISTERIAL APPOINTMENT. NOW JJSS HAS RESIGNED, 
THE POLITICAL CLIMATE HAS COOLED, AND HER APPOINTMENT 
IS NOT LIKELY TO INCENSE GAULLISTS TO THE SAME DEGREE. 
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9. GISCARD HAS REASON TO BE SATISFIED AT HAVING 
PERSUADED GIROUD TO IOIN HIS GOVERNMENT. HE THUS 
REASSERTS HIS COMPLETE AUTHORITY OVER CHIRAC, FULFILLS 
HIS CAMPAIGN PROMISE TO CREATE A STATE SECRETARY FOR 
WOMEN'S AFFAIRS AND MAKES A BOW TOWARDS OPENING HIS NEW 
MAIORITY TO THE LEFT. BUT IT REMAINS TO BE SEEN WHETHER 
HIS SHIP OF STATE WILL HAVE ANY SMOOTHER SAILING WITH 
MADAME GIROUD ON BOARD THAN IT DID WITH JJSS. 

IRWIN 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: BIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION, PERSONNEL APPOINTMENTS, MINISTER COUNSELORS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 18 JUL 1974 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: ShawDG 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974PARIS17561 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D7401 93-0960 
From: PARIS 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t19740738/aaaabgel.tel 

Line Count: 178 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 4 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: ShawDG 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 24 APR 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <24 APR 2002 by shawdg>; APPROVED <27 MAR 2003 by ShawDG> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: FRANCOISE GIROUD, STATE SECRETARY FOR WOMEN'S AFFAIRS 
TAGS: PGOV, PINT, FR, (GIROUD, FRANCOISE) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



